
On Friday 9th October, students and staff came together to celebrate 
World Mental Health Day by wearing a splash of yellow! From bright ties and 
T-shirts to little splashes of yellow in accessories, our school community got 
involved to show our support and help raise awareness of this important day.

It was lovely to see everyone taking part, adding a little sunshine to our school 
and reminding us all that mental health matters. Looking after our wellbeing is 
important, and school is a place where we should all feel supported, included 
and able to be ourselves. Whether it’s taking a moment for ourselves, talking to 
someone we trust or simply sharing a smile with a friend, small things can make a 
big difference.

Thank you to everyone who joined in and helped make the day special. Let’s 
keep the positivity going beyond World Mental Health Day by looking after 
ourselves, supporting one another and making Whittington Green School a place 
where everyone feels they belong! 

Munashe M Y10

Bella L Y7

Top Weekly Reward Points
Year 7 7JAL 50.2
Year 8 8EED 55.2
Year 9 9CDO 52.0
Year 10 10JYE 46.6
Year 11 11CGA 49.5

16.10.26

Whittington Whisperer

Welcome to your whispers of 
news and events...

Star Students

Spreading the Sunshine



Of course, Fitzroy also brought with him some wonderful memories of school life in 
the 1970s!

He recalled how different things were back then, from the more traditional 
approach to lessons to the school farm, where students helped care for animals 
and learned about the different stages of farm life. Girls might be taught typing 
and needlework, while boys took metalwork, and the headteacher and deputy 
headteacher would address students wearing academic caps and gowns. 
School discipline was also very different from what we know today.

Fitzroy was particularly struck by the changes to the building and its security. He 
remembered a time when students could walk in and out with far fewer 
restrictions. As he explored the school, climbed the familiar wooden stairs and 
looked at some of the original features, he remarked on how much smaller 
everything seemed. Yet, despite the many changes over five decades, he felt 
that the school had retained its sense of community.

One of the most heartwarming parts of our conversation was Fitzroy’s 
recollection of his cookery lessons with Mrs Richards. He spoke warmly about 
her teaching and the impact it had on him. Having grown up in a family where 
cooking and baking were part of everyday life, he particularly enjoyed these 
lessons and the way practical skills were demonstrated and developed 
through practice.

He described a method of learning that is still valued in many fields today: 
explain, demonstrate, imitate and practise. It is a simple but powerful 
approach, reminding us that we develop confidence and ability by having a 
go, learning from others and practising until we improve.

In a lovely gesture, Fitzroy even left us with a cake recipe as a parting gift. We 
are looking forward to trying it out!

As we listened to Fitzroy’s stories, what stood out most was not simply how 
much the school had changed, but how much a person’s life can develop 
after leaving the classroom. His experiences demonstrate that education does 
not stop when you leave school. There are always new skills to learn, new 
paths to explore and opportunities to work towards.

We would like to thank Fitzroy for visiting 
us, sharing his memories and reminding 
us that the journey beyond school can 
be full of possibilities. It was a pleasure 
to welcome him back after 50 years, 
and we hope to see him again soon!



Active Travel Ambassadors
Celebrate Achievement...

The Active Travel Ambassador's completed their first year in Derbyshire Council's 
Active Travel Ambassador Programme last year. They worked alongside Chris 
from ModeShift Travel who delivered the programme. Last year the students 
completed a whole school travel survey, gaining data about student and staff 
travel to and from school. They then used this data to create a campaign to 
encourage more active travel in school. 

The students ran their 'scenic snaps' campaign in school last year which resulted 
in prizes for our students and improvements in active travel. From the campaign 
we have now achieved accreditation as a school of a 'good' rating for active 
travel at Whittington Green School.

Chris from Derbyshire Council and  ModeShift presented some of our Active 
Travel Ambassadors with their certificate this week which is now on display in 
reception. This contributes to our schools travel plan. We will now be entering 
into the second year of the programme to continue to develop the school's 
active travel this academic year and we can't wait to work with our students 
and community again.

Miss Naylor

Our library has had an 
autumnal makeover, complete 
with cosy pumpkin cushions and 
a fangtastic reading corner 
filled with frightfully good books!

With Halloween just around the 
corner, why not pop in, get 
cosy and discover your next 
great read? You might even 
find a tale that sends shivers 
down your spine!

Spooktacular Reads! 



"Houston We have a problem!”
Or Whittington Green’s guide on how not to launch a rocket

Motor having torn its way through the rocket
 body collects the parachute as it spins away.

Ignition! Looking promising…

For much of last year STEM club has been investigating rocketry. We started with 
methanol vapour bottle rockets which were hilariously random in their flight 
paths. Moving on to more serious rockets involved rolling our own rocket fuselage 
tubes from news paper and wallpaper paste. These were complimented by 3D 
printed nose-cones and stabilising fins. The rockets were finally finished off with 
custom graphics and a laser-cut holder for an ESTES solid fuel rocket motor (more 
on that later). A select group of students also made their own parachutes to 
retrieve the rockets from (hopefully!) quite some altitude.

Weather delayed the launches for some time. Despite the sports field being very 
large the wind had to be extremely light to avoid peppering the neighbourhood 
with parts of burning rockets. Last Thursday however the weather gods smiled 
and we prepared to launch. With extinguisher in hand and Dr Albon setting up 
the launch controls carefully the countdown began whereupon at zero there 
was a mighty woosh.
This sound is normally accompanied by a rocket streaking to the heavens to 
(hopefully – that word again!) float back to earth under silken parachutes. We, 
however, do things differently at WGS. In designing our high tech, laser cut rocket 
motor holder we neglected to think about direction that said rocket motor wants 
to push, namely up. The woosh was accompanied this time by the rocket motor 
blasting its way through the fuselage of the rocket and out of the nose cone 
which was propelled about 20 feet in the air along with the parachute. The 
motor then released from its confines, shot vaguely skywards in mad spirals 
reaching a dizzying 40 feet in altitude before plopping back to earth with a dull 
pop as its parachute ejection charge fired. So. Not all was failure. The rocket 
motor did light. The parachute did unfurl. The extinguisher remained unused and, 
as they say, “Rome wasn’t built in a day”. Space-ex blew up quite a few before 
success. NASA took 11 Apollo missions to land on the moon. We will try again. 

If you want to get involved with STEM club rocketry, Dr Albon is your host on 
Thursdays after school in R38.

Mr Gilman



With an incredible 54 Year 10 students taking part in construction this year, 
it’s wonderful to see such strong interest in developing practical skills and 
exploring future career opportunities. The group spans our two outdoor 
workshops, where students are getting hands-on experience and putting 
their learning into practice.

It was lovely to catch up with the students, see their enthusiasm first-hand 
and admire some of the fantastic work they are producing. There are 
some impressive walls taking shape, and the quality of work coming out of 
the group is a real credit to their hard work, commitment and growing 
skills.

It’s particularly encouraging to see both boys and girls getting involved 
and developing these valuable, traditional construction skills here at 
Whittington Green School. Bricklaying and construction remain important 
skills within our local community, and it’s great to see our students 
embracing the opportunity to learn, build their confidence and discover 
what they can achieve.

Y10 Building the Future

This week, we were delighted to host a SHAPE Movement Festival at Whittington 
Green School, welcoming Year 1 and Year 2 pupils from Mary Swanwick and 
Barlow Primary Schools for a fun-filled celebration of physical activity.

The festival gave our young visitors the opportunity to get moving, try out 
different activities, develop their coordination and, most importantly, enjoy 
being active together in a supportive and encouraging environment.

We were particularly proud of our Year 9 Sports Leaders from Child 
Development and BTEC Sport, who did a fantastic job supporting the visiting 
pupils throughout the event. Their enthusiasm, teamwork and willingness to help 
ensure everyone could get involved were wonderful to see.

'Our leaders are always good but on this occasion, I sat proudly in the Sports 
Hall and watched our students come to life and display skills and patience that 
I didn't know they had. At the end of the session one of the Mary Swanwick 
teachers addressed the whole group and said that she has been here many 
times but the leaders in this session were the best she had ever seen.'
 - Mr Kingham
e leaders today were the best she had ever seen.
Events like these are a brilliant way to bring our local school communities 
together, encourage a love of physical activity from an early age and give our 
own students valuable opportunities to develop their leadership, 
communication and teamwork skills.

A huge well done to all the pupils who took part, and a special thank you to 
our Year 9 Sports Leaders and the staff who helped make the event such a 
success

Getting Active with Shape



Mrs Bradley’s Year 7 students have been enjoying their first practical food lessons, 
making delicious cheese on toast! They have been learning the essential routines of 
the food room, how to prepare food safely, and how to use the grill responsibly. 
Students have also been developing their teamwork skills by washing up and tidying 
away together. A fantastic start to their food technology journey!

Cheesy Grins



Q: I'm tall when I'm young 
and short when I'm old.

What am I?

A: A Candle

Congratulations!
The last week’s winner is:

Grace C Y10

What begins with an "e" and only 
contains one letter?

Brain Teaser author this week is 
Kaylen L in Y11

Do you think you know the answer to this week’s brain teaser? 
Be the first to find Mr Ashworth in Room 16 with your solution for the chance to win a 
small prize (and, of course, eternal bragging rights).

Our Year 11 students Hospitality and Catering students went a little pasta-tively wild this week, 
making their very own fresh pasta from scratch!

Using a pasta machine to roll out their dough and cut it into lovely strips of spaghetti, they then 
hung their creations up to dry. It was la dolce vita in action, with plenty of laughter, enthusiasm and 
some seriously impressive pasta-making skills!

Everyone had a pasta-tively fantastic time, and watching the whole process was spaghett-tacular! 
Who knew we had so many budding Italian chefs in Year 11? 

Mamma Mia, That’s Some Pasta!



This Harvest, we are delighted to be supporting Chesterfield 
Food Bank with a school-wide collection.

The Food Bank provides essential food and toiletries to local 
people and families experiencing financial hardship, and our 
donations can make a real difference as we head into the 
autumn and winter months.

We would love for our families to get involved by donating items 
from the “most needed” list shown on the Harvest poster below.

Where: School Reception
When: Monday 12th October - Wednesday 21st October

A large collection table has been set up in Reception, so simply 
bring your donations along and pop them on the table.

Every tin, packet and jar counts — thank you for helping us 
support our local community this Harvest.

Harvest Collection







Project Club
Rm 45

Project Club
Rm 45

Y11 D&T Int 
Rm 35
Mr Wakefield

Girls football




